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Club Zoom Meeting
Tuesday 15 September starting at 6.30pm
th

Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s Michael Strand,
Community Fundraising Manager
who will tell us what we can do in our gardens and
community to make them more wildlife friendly.
Duty Rotarians:
Vote of Thanks, John Buttons & Note Taker, John Clements

September
Mark Harrison
Chris Banham
Clifford Smith
October
Ewan Dodds
Kate Higgs
Bob Dunnett
Stuart Cooper

Guest Speaker on 1st September was Andy Green, the
Headteacher of Copleston School
Andy comes from Lowestoft in Suffolk and was a previous Rotarian in
Lowestoft East Point Rotary Club his Dad and step Mum are also
Rotarians.
Andy has been the Principal of Copleston high School since
September 2019 . He replaced Sean Common (an honorary member of
our Club and now CEO of the Gippeswyk Community Educational
Trust). The Club’s link with the school is through member Bill
Robinson as Chair of Governors.
The day Andy spoke was the first day back at school today for staff.
The students were due on Thursday that week and 1,800 are expected to return.
Andy talked about the effect of Covid-19 at Copleston School. When the lockdown happened in
March the School was in the middle of a £20M new build which, fortunately, was able to
continue through lockdown. This work included the demolition of the old buildings.
The effect on students generally will depend on how their schools have coped with it. Copleston
students have missed 6 months of school and the transition from in class learning to online
learning using various digital on-line methods has been a challenge. Students had to submit
work and teacher’s had to chase up students who were not engaging in the process. They gave
out over 300 laptops to students and staff to help out .
The wellbeing nurse at Copleston has been very busy with dealing with the multifarious
concerns and anxiety of students. The social experience is just as important to students as to
adults. Students have missed the social interaction; some are demotivated since It has been
difficult for parents especially if they themselves have been working from home. Other
problems have been sufficient access to IT equipment, competition from other household
members and lack of space to study.
Copleston School, like many others, stayed open for key workers and vulnerable students but
Andy said it was hard for other families to understand and accept this. Copleston set up a
weekly food bank as some families were finding they needed to spend more on food when the
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children were at home and some of course had reduced income if they were furloughed on 80%
of their salary. Some, shocking to say, had no income. Books and IT equipment were also given
out.
Digital skills had to be learnt by students and staff. Many people had never used the on-line
platforms before and it was a huge adjustment for all.
So, the plan is that on Thursday, the door will open for 1800 students. The Government’s
scientist state it is safe to return to school but it is thought that the older the child, the more
chance they have of catching C-19 and passing it on.
Headteachers and Governors have been told that it is safe to reopen schools but schools are
likely to be under pressure where there are high rates of the virus.
Andy outlined some precautions put in place: year group bubbles, face masks, one way systems
many sanitising stations.
Students and parents are being encouraged to stick by the rules out of school as well and not
gather in non-socially distanced groups when off the school campus.
The entire local community has to play its part alongside the stringent precautionary measures
implemented at school. Everyone has to assume responsibility for everyone
else’s sake.
Andy remains unsure if exams will take place next year. He is also aware of the
possibility of a lockdown of the school if the virus comes into the school.
However, all his staff are very positive and working towards a smooth
transition.
Graham Bickers gave an impassioned vote of thanks to Andy and thanked all of
our teaching staff for the amazing job they do which has been particularly
highlighted in the last 6 months. He said we all have a new-found respect for
the job they do.
Michelle Bevan-Margetts
Earlier in the meeting President David led a minute silence in memory of Member
Stafford Patient who died mid-August. His funeral and service of thanksgfiving was ;ast
Friday. Stafford’s son Richard wote to Past President Liz Harsant to say, “Given we are

restricted to 30 people, I can’t offer a general invitation to all members of Rotary Ipswich
East to come – but I will tell my family that members have been thinking about my father.
I think there will be a collection for the International Nepalese Foundation. He went out
there on about three separate occasions to offer obstetric and gynae advice to some of
the most distant communities in that country..”

Welcome to Blake Anthony Edward Banthorpe
Blake (6lb 8oz) was born on Monday 7th September. at
00:54 and is a grandchild to our Senior Vice-President
Jo Banthorpe who says,
‘He is perfect! Mummy and baby doing amazingly well.
Blake was 3 weeks early!! The red around daughter-in-law
Stacey’s neck is her hair - I got a shock when I first saw
the pic without my glasses and thought she was bleeding!
Blake’s arrival was meant to be a planned c-section but
little monkey couldn’t wait!’
Jo had other good news that weekend, her daughter
Lyndsey became engaged to her sweetheart Peter last
Tuesday - he took her up in a hot air balloon whilst
they were in Spain and proposed at 1,000 feet! Stylish
or what?!

2

Forward Programme of Meetings
Tuesday 22nd Sept 12.30pm Socially distanced informal meeting at ‘The Box Tree’
(formerly Greshams Sports and Social Club).
Tuesday 29th Sept 6.30pm
Zoom Club Business Meeting
Duty Rotarians: none required
Tuesday 13th Oct 6.30pm

Zoom Club Meeting - Guest Speaker TBA
Duty Rotarians: Stuart Cooper (VoT), Des Cunningham (notes)

Tuesday 27th Oct 6.30pm

Zoom Club Meeting - Guest Speaker TBA
Duty Rotarians: Janet Dillaway (VoT), Ewan Dodds (notes)

Tuesday 10th Nov 6.30pm

Zoom Club Business Meeting plus Special General Meeting
and presentation of recommendations of Grants Committee
Duty Rotarians: none required

Tuesday 24th Nov 6.30pm

Zoom Club Meeting - Guest Speaker TBA
Duty Rotarians: Janet Dillaway (VoT), Ewan Dodds (notes)

Tuesday 8th Dec 6.30pm

Zoom Club Meeting - Guest Speaker TBA
Duty Rotarians: Tony Dodds (VoT), Jack Earwaker (notes)

Tuesday 22 Dec 6.30pm

Zoom Christmas Meeting - Speaker/Quiz TBA
Duty Rotarians: Nigel Farthing (VoT), Karen Finch (notes)

Speaker Finder Steve Jones would love to hear from you with ideas for future speakers.

Rotary Afternoon Tea in Carlton Way - with double congratulations
An opportunity to get together and to celebrate Ann and Chris Banham’s Golden Wedding Anniversary
on 5th September and Belinda and Steve's 24th on 13th September.
Liz Baker was there and took the photograph.
On the right are photos taken by Chris and Ann’s
daughter and posted on Facebook to celebrate the day.
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Inner Wheel Gets Together
(or should that be Get Togethers?)
Members have been meeting (suitably distanced) in small groups in members’ gardens.

Past-President Theresa McLellan
writes,‘During lockdown we were
the first stage of the process of
making scrubs.We washed and
ironed the fabric to get rid of
chemicals and then we cut out the
pattern and send it two doors along
to start the sewing. I also made
masks for Charity Workers and
thought it would be a little Fund
Raiser for our International Charity.
We had to cancel our Events
because of Covid 19. In the end we
made almost £300 for Smalls for All.
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Another exciting episode in the story of a young firefighter...
Tony Baker continues with tales from his early days in the job.
There is humour in most work situations and Fire & Rescue has its fair share as
you will see but I should warn you that this particular tale doesn’t have a happy
ending.
What this story illustrates are the risks that our firefighters take as part of their
job and occasionally there is a human tragedy.

Flashover
There was a shout at Chatham Fire Station in
the early hours of 19th October1970. We were
still working a 56 hour week with 15 hour night
shifts, with a rest period between midnight and
6.30am. A fire call during the quiet hours was
always ominous. It often meant that the fire
had been underway for some time before it had
been noticed, and in consequence, had gained
a strong hold. The call that night was to a
factory in Lower Gillingham which produced
greetings cards, millions of them. That night I
was the driver of the appliance that the Sub
Officer rode. I had qualified as an appliance
driver shortly after becoming 21. On arrival I
parked close to the fire but with an identified
and immediate exit route should the situation
worsen. It was one of those fires that firemen dreaded. The fire was deep inside the factory. The fire
had a dark and dirty red glow which was shrouded by smoke. It looked ominous. The roof was intact
and the fire was brooding and brewing. We heard that a Securicor employee, Mr Musgrove, a young
man of 23, had deliberately started a small fire inside the factory with the intension of putting it out.
However, as is so often the case, you play with fire at your own peril. Mr Musgrave sustained burns to
hand and arm and managed to lose both this teeth and glasses before he phoned the fire brigade. It
was a fast drive through quiet streets to the fire. Mr Musgrove looked mighty distraught as I drove into
the factory yard. He was subsequently charged with arson and sentenced to three years in custody.
My first task was to secure a water supply. The two tons of water carried in the appliance tank could
be exhausted in sixty seconds when supplying a heavy jet. Hose was run out from a fire hydrant and
connected to the inlet of my pump. The Sub Officer ordered Crooky and Holley to start up their
breathing apparatus sets and to work a line of hose towards the seat of fire. Great bights of hose were
laid out outside of the factory so that firemen at the factory entrance could feed and push the hose in
as Crooky and Holley moved forward. I kept the pressure in the hose at a low level so as to minimise
the stiffness and rigidity of the hose and thereby maximise the ability of the breathing apparatus crew
to make best progress. I watched my gauges carefully to judge when I needed to increase the pressure
and flow of water to coincide with when they opened the jet to fight the fire.
I was in a close position where I could see the entrance being used and the crews pushing the hose in.
The Sub Officer was anxiously peering into the factory. The layer of smoke and heat was getting lower
and lower. The crews by the entrance were getting hotter and hotter. I took off a hose reel and
started to spray water onto the crews on the outside of the factory entrance to give them some
comfort and protection. I took the precaution to spray the side of my fire engine to prevent any heat
damage as I could not move the vehicle with the pump engaged and supplying a fire fighting jet.
Inside the factory it was getting really hot. Crooky and Holley had dropped down to their hands and
knees but their ears were still burning. They progressed on hands and knees and then stomachs. Their
ears were still burning. They decided that it was too hazardous to proceed any further so they turned
to withdraw and scrambled back following their hose line. At the same time the Sub Officer had
decided that the situation was too dangerous for firemen to continue to be inside the factory and he
sounded the emergency evacuation signal.
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We all looked on anxiously. The Sub Officer was just inside the factory entrance repeatedly blasting on
his ‘Acme Thunderer’ (pictured). There was nothing I could do but spray water on everyone at the
factory entrance. The smoke and the heat were engulfing the whole factory. The
roof was still intact so the heat continued to build up and to descend in a solid
layer towards the ground. Crooky and Holley came scrambling out of the factory
entrance and they were grabbed and hauled away. There came an eerie rumble
and then a whoosh and a blast as the fire flashed over and flames rushed and
curled out of the factory entrance. If heat cannot escape it forms a layer that
descends towards the ground. As the temperature of the heat layer increases, a
point is reached when materials are subject to thermal decomposition. They release flammable gases
that can then ignite spontaneously. The fire flashes over. Everything ignites from side to side and from
top to bottom. In an instant the fire engulfs the whole volume of the compartment and its contents.
I can remember day breaking on a cold grey October morning and still pumping tons of water into the
factory, and a dazed Station Officer who kept wandering around and asking if everyone was out. The fire
turned out to be a cause celebre. There was £650,000 worth of damage and the owner of the factory
sued Securicor who argued that an exemption clause in their contract excused liability for any injurious
act or default by an employee. The claim was not upheld. The case went to the Court of Appeal of Lord
Denning and then on to the House of Lords where their Lordships Diplock and Wilberforce gave
pronouncement. The case is remembered as the high-water mark of the disputes between the Denningled Court of Appeal and an increasingly unamused House of Lords, who strongly disapproved of Denning's
attempts to remould the law in a manner that he perceived to fit the justice of the situation before him.
In 1971 I left the watch and Chatham Fire Station as I started my quest for promotion.
It was a dark time at Chatham Fire Station in the early 70s. In January 1973, Fireman Neil McCulloch
died in a flashover in the Science Laboratory of my secondary school in Gillingham. I had handed over
the job of treasurer of the station social club to Neil when I left. When the fire flashed over, the long
diffuser cover of a fluorescent ceiling light dropped onto Fireman McCulloch’s helmet. In a desperate
effort to move the burning molten plastic from his head and face, he pulled off the facemask of his
breathing apparatus set and subsequently died from the inhalation of carbon monoxide.
I returned to Chatham as a Sub Officer at the end of 1973. I then gained a promotion to Station Officer
at Maidstone and left Chatham again on 5th November 1974.
On 8th November a disastrous fire occurred in Chatham Naval Barracks. In 2019 Liz and I went to the
memorial service for Firemen David Holley and David Bell who had died in that fire as a result of a
flashover in a large mattress store. At the time of the fire I could not believe what had happened. David
Holley knew about flashovers. I had seen him experience one. He had been a good fireman, a good friend
and Liz had known his mother well
The fire in the mattress store at the naval barracks was unprecedented. On arrival, firemen found that
the long store was lightly smoke logged and that the fire and smoke were both comparatively cool.
Wearing breathing apparatus sets, the two firemen went into store with a fire-fighting jet. They travelled
along the length of the store opening windows to ventilate. They maintained contact with the Sub
Officer on the outside of the building. Smoke logging was still light and the Sub Officer could see them
six feet inside the store. He asked whether they had located the fire. They had not, and they continued
to search. A loud bang occurred and the Sub Officer was propelled backwards by the force of an
explosion as the whole of the store erupted into flames. Flame burst out of the door and windows and
four firemen outside of the store were injured. Nobody had anticipated a flashover of this nature, let
alone had ever experienced such an event.
Evidence was given at the inquest that in a fire, latex foam rubber mattresses give off a relatively cool
but highly explosive grey vapour. When sufficient oxygen becomes available, rapid ignition similar to an
explosion can occur. These circumstances were previously unknown and could not have been anticipated.
At that time all flashover situations were associated with supercharged gases and smoke and extremely
hot conditions.
The rule book had to be rewritten yet again.

Heather Hearne is now our Attendance Officer. David Chittick is eager to arrange a future meeting.
Please update your Club Directory to show the sole method of booking an attendance or making an
apology. The method of contact is an email - heatherattendanceofficer@gmail.com
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Photographic Memories of a Club visit to Ipswich Mass
Club Photographer Richard Porter has been dipping into the archives again and shares these
lovely photographs of the 2008 visit.
It seems strange to see people in such close proximity in these Covid-19 times.
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Rumour is starting to circulate that our president, a man of many
talents, has enrolled to become a welder.

8

RYLA 2019 seems a long time ago - and it is just a year ago so we
should be involved just now but of course it is cancelled.
Estela Faria was one of the candidates we sponsored. Here is a small selection of the photos she
took which include of course Mr RYLA himself Robin looking very smart for the gala dinner night.
As you can see the DG Jonathan King was present and also Police & Crime Commissioner Tim
Passmore and his wife Heather.
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This space is for YOU!
What could you submit for the newsletter?
In the last edition I challenged readers to let me know
what they have been doing with time and money that might otherwise have
been spent on holidays and excursions.
George Woodward submitted this glorious photograph of the remodelled
garden at ‘Woodward Towers” in The Avenue. He admits that his only
physical contribution to the work was the task of opening his wallet.
It looks great: we’ve been clearing our garden at Hill House but presently
are devoid of inspiration so it will be a while before we can compete!
I’d love to receive some illustrated stories from YOU
showing what you’ve been up to.
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