
   

 

 

Des Cunningham 
proudly holds aloft the 
Club Golf Trophy 
(for runner-up) 

The speaker of the 4th of December was Andy Yacoub, the CEO of 

Healthwatch Suffolk, part of Healthwatch England. Healthwatch nationally 

employs around 150 staff, with Suffolk having a compliment of 14/15 people. 

Healthwatch replaced the LINKs structure 5 years ago and Andy has been the 

CEO locally for the last 3 years. Healthwatch is an 

independent “not for profit” organisation which is 

publicly funded, predominantly via Suffolk County 

Council. Their objective is to collect and represent the 

voice of users of health and social care services (incl. 

ambulance services) in Suffolk. To achieve this it acts 

in a manner similar to Trading Standards authorities by 

using its powers to enter and review sites of concern. If 

deficiencies are observed Healthwatch will offer 

recommendations for remedy which the recipient must 

react to, although it has no regulatory powers to force 

change. To identify problem areas Heathwatch Suffolk 

actively canvases user views and have performed 

formal surveys in the past. 

Healthwatch Suffolk are nationally recognised as being 

very successful in bringing media attention to local 

health and social care issues, particularly  utilising BBC 

Radio Suffolk and the Archant press publications. 

Andy stressed their key intent was to constructively work with providers and to offer recommendations for 

improvement and particularly to encourage strong leadership to facilitate continuing progress. He was keen 

to encourage us to actively participate by becoming members of Suffolk Healthwatch, which can be achieved 

by signing up via their website. 

David Atkins 
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CLUB OFFICERS—2018/19 

 
President: David Knights 

 
President Elect: Liz Harsant 

 
Vice President: David Chittick 

 
Secretary: Tony Baker 

 
Asst Secretary: Martin Westlake 

 
Treasurer: Neil Hewitt 

 
 
 
 
December Birthdays 

Peter Leveridge 
 

January Birthdays 
Matt Kennington 
John Goodship 

Bill Pipe 
Ray Walters 
Andy Lewis 
Dick Jeffery 

Eva Alcerreca 
Ian Lord 

 

ROTARY APOLOGIES 
Send apologies by 2 pm each Monday by 

email, to tracey.clay@ews.co.uk 

Alternatively, text 07990 573258 
as a last resort, telephone 07990573258. 

Lunchtime Meeting at Greshams bell rings at 12.55pm 

Tuesday 18th December 2018 

Christmas Lunch 12.15 for a 12.30pm start 

Duty Rotarians: Nino Serittiello and Lucy Trenchard 

ipswicheastrotaryclub.co.uk
orwellwalk.co.uk
facebook.com/IpswichEastRotaryClub
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Tuesday Rotary Meeting Programme 
(lunchtime meetings start 12.55pm) 

Widows of former members are welcome to all evening and additional events 
please book through the Hon Secretary Tony Baker 

(Duty Rotarians are requested to make their own swaps and inform the Secretary and Newsletter Editor) 

25th December 
Happy Christmas Day! 

1st January 2019 
Happy New Year’s Day! 

NEXT TIME WE MEET 

8th January 

Business Meeting—no guest speaker 
Duty Rotarians: Ray Walters & Sarah Waterson 

15th January Our 2018 RYLA candidates will be speaking to us 
Duty Rotarians: Geoff Watson & Martin Westlake 

22nd January Bruce Leeke, CEO of Suffolk Libraries  
Duty Rotarians: Martin Whitworth & Russell Wiles 

29th January Fifth Tuesday Evening Meeting at “The Noodle Bar” Fore Street Ipswich 
Duty Rotarians: n/a 

5th February tba 
Duty Rotarians: George Woodward & Juliette Adams 

12th February Business Meeting—no guest speaker 
Duty Rotarians: Eva Alcerecca & David Atkins  

19th February MP for Ipswich, Sandy Martin 
Duty Rotarians:  Alison Baldry & Chris Banham 
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IPSWICH EAST ROTARY CLUB ROLLING DIARY 
This table shows events other than regular weekly meetings. 

The name of the lead Rotarian for each event is shown in brackets. 

 
(Inner Wheel Events are shown in black italic type on a pale blue background) 

 

2019  

Tues 8th January 7.15pm Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club—social evening 

Sunday 13th January Inner Wheel Annual “Walk and Tea”—Hill Farm, Tuddenham St Martin 

Friday 1st February Inner Wheel Trivia Quiz—Tuddenham St Martin Village Hall 

Saturday 2nd February Past President’s Dinner, Ipswich Golf Club 

Tuesday 5th February 
7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker: Judy Gowan on “Aldeburgh Carnival” 

Tuesday 5th March 
7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker: District Chairman, Linda Fellas 

Sunday 17th February Annual Metal Detecting Day 
(Bob Parker and John Barbour) 

1st, 2nd & 3rd March Sainsbury’s/FIND Collection, Sainsbury’s Warren Heath, all 4 Clubs involved 
(Jo Banthorpe) 

Saturday 13th April Stroke Awareness Day, Asda Whitehouse 
(Jo Banthorpe) 

Friday 15th March 7pm IW Inaugural dinner at Hintlesham Golf Club 
with entertainment from our very own Stephanie Mackentyre & Steve Rhodes 

Sat 11th May to 
Sun 3rd June 

Suffolk Walking Festival 

Wednesday 15th May 2019 Golf Day at Ipswich Golf Club 
(Chris Harrall) 

Tuesday 11th June Club Assembly—venue tba 
(David Chittick & Liz Harsant) 

Sunday 23rd June 2019 Orwell Challenge Day 
(John Button) 

Tuesday 25th June Presidential Handover—Sproughton Tithe Barn 
(David Chittick & Liz Harsant) 

John Button will be collecting used postage stamps 
for the RNIB from now on. 

Start by saving the ones from your Christmas Cards, pop them in 
an envelope and give them to John at Rotary Lunches. 
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Anyone wishing to 

contribute can pay Hon 

Treasurer Neil cash or 

do bank transfer to 

Sort Code: 20-44-51 

A/c No: 20758779 and 

add the ref: 

“Xmas” please. 

Donations in 

lieu of 

Christmas 

Cards 

have been 

received 

from... 

John Button
David Chittock
John Clements
Robin & Janet Dillaway
Tony Dodds
Allan Gosling
Norman Haines
Neil Hewitt
Peter Leveridge
Andy Lewis
Ian Lord
Ed Nicholls
Bob Parker
John Riches
Bill Robinson
Clifford Smith

CLUB EVENT 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

You can now view club photographs 

directly on-line by 

clicking this link  

 

2019 Metal Detecting Day 

Sunday 17th February 

Bob Parker has  organised  four fields which will give 100 acres to 
scour, so he’s hoping John Barbour can work his magic to get plenty 

of detectorists along.  

Bob has also booked Buster’s Burger Van for catering. He just needs 
a couple of volunteers to help with parking cars please. 

Margaret Barbour usually organises a raffle so some prizes would 
also be most welcome. 

Welcome a new Rotarian (baby): Daisy-May Gloria Leggett came into this world 
on Thursday last week. 

At 10.54pm, Dayle and Chris became extremely proud parents to a beautiful little baby girl.  She 
was born at home (planned home birth) and weighed a heathy (or Dayle would describe it as 
eye watering!) 8lb 12oz. Until she was named a few days later, they continued to call her 
‘Squiggles’, which was her tummy name since she wouldn’t stop wriggling! 

http://ipswicheastrotary.suffolk.cloud/
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Congratulations Karen 

Ipswich East Member Karen Finch has been presented with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award for her work in the audiology profession at the British 

Health Trades Association (BHTA) Awards - an annual celebration of 

excellence in the healthcare marketplace 

This award comes at a pivotal point for Karen as this year marks the 

20th anniversary of The Hearing Care Centre. From humble beginnings in 

1998, Karen now employs a team of almost 30 employees and provides top 

level hearing care from a network of 26 centres across Suffolk. Karen was 

commended by the BHTA for her dedication to the high quality of her team 

and investment in the people that she works with, allowing them to 

develop their own careers, and helping all of them to make a success of the 

business. 

  

Karen was also recognised for the work she does in the local community to 

promote hearing health, and the company’s fundraising for many local and 

national charities including Hearing Dogs for Deaf People who help to 

transform the lives of deaf people. 

Understandably, Karen was overcome with emotion when she was 

presented with the award: “Being recognised by a peer group like the BHTA 

is incredibly validating for me and our entire team at The Hearing Care Centre. The whole board were involved in the 

decision process and I truly appreciate that the BHTA takes a thoughtful approach to highlight the audiology sector 

professionals. 

“As I think of other Lifetime Achievements recipients who preceded me, and the impact they’ve had in their health 

organisations and in the wider community, I am very grateful to rank among them. But I do hope they don’t think I have 

achieved everything I want to achieve – I’m not ready to go home and retire. I’m not done yet!” 

This is just one of several letters of 
thanks received by the club in 
recognition of the cheques 
distributed from the proceeds of 
the Orwell Challenge. 

http://bhta.com/bhta-awards-evening-lifetime-achievement-award-2018-karen-finch-hearing-centre-ipswich/#

