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President: David Knights 

 
President Elect: Liz Harsant 

 
Vice President: David Chittick 

 
Secretary: Tony Baker 

 
Asst Secretary: Martin Westlake 

 
Treasurer: Neil Hewitt 

 

October Birthdays 
Ewan Dodds 
Bob Dunnett 

Stuart Cooper 
November Birthdays 

Geoff Ramsdale 
Steve Flory 

Bill Robinson 

Lunchtime Meeting at Greshams bell rings at 12.55pm 

Tuesday 2nd October 2018 

Tim Passmore—Police & Crime Commissioner 
Duty Rotarians: Geoff Ramsdale & John Hutton 

ROTARY APOLOGIES 

Tracey Clay, in George 
Woodward’s offices will act as 

Attendance Officer for the 
remainder of this Rotary year. 

Send apologies by 2 pm each 
Monday by email, to 

tracey.clay@ews.co.uk 

Alternatively, text 07990 
573258  

as a last resort, telephone 
07990573258. 

Congratulations to 
Neil and Helen 

Two very proud first-time 

grandparents: 

Grandpa and Nanny to the 

adorable Alfred(Alfie) George 

De Boise born Friday 21st 

September weighing 6lbs 

1oz (2.75kg) 

Halford Hewitt (Chief 

Executive of Ipswich 

Housing Action Group) 

gave us some startling 

figures about charities 

in the UK and Suffolk. 

There are some 50,000 

plus charities in the UK, 

and probably about 4000 

to 5000 in Suffolk. 2% of 

the UK working 

population work in the 

charity sector. 

Medium sized charities 

such as IHAG have the 

same issues as small businesses: funding, competition and recruitment. 

Halford pointed out the anomaly that at the time when funding for public social 

services was tightening, the government was offering extra funding for charities. He 

gave the example of Housing First, a fast track way of previously homeless persons 

being given a home. It takes a long time to make it work and is very costly. But, as we 

must remember, the cost of doing nothing is much higher. 

He warned against giving money to people on the streets, which classes them as 

beggars. Instead they should be directed to the Chapman Centre in Black Horse Lane, 

Ipswich which will offer them advice and support, as well as showers, laundry 

facilities, food, etc. 

 

IHAG runs 55 units of accommodation, money advice, campaigns to improve 

opportunities for all homeless people, and advice, advocacy and support. 

Halford’s colleague Paula Cook gave us some stark financial case studies to add to 

the excellent presentation. 

John Goodship 

http://ipswicheastrotaryclub.co.uk/
orwellwalk.co.uk
facebook.com/IpswichEastRotaryClub
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...and a Good Time was had by All 
The Annual Senior Citizen’s Concert took place Wednesday evening 

26th September and saw another good turnout with around 175 

guests and hosted by our President David Knights. 

Following the same format as previous years they audience was 

treated to a rousing performance by the Ipswich Over 50’s Brass 

Band and a very funny local comedy ventriloquist, Richard 

Whymark. Additional Age UK raised over £350 on their raffle. 

Speaking to guests after the Concert the overwhelming feedback 

was that a great night was had by all. 

I would like to thank everyone involved in supporting the evening, 

Monica and Bill for refreshments, Norman and his team on carpark 

duty, Karen for production of posters and programmes and all those 

who volunteered their services as drivers. Also thank you to 

President David for hosting the evening and both him and Chris 

Banham for their support in organising the event. 

Please note the provisional date for next year is Wednesday 25th 

September 2019 although we will be considering potential changes 

in an attempt to secure larger audience numbers. 

Andy Lewis  

Bottom right is Graham Bickers’ 92 year-old aunt. 

Immediately after the concert, Delphine Jarman wrote to Editor Alan to say… 

“Once again I ask you to give my thanks to the Rotary Club. My friends and I enjoyed the Concert very much 
and appreciate all the work involved in putting this on, An excellent evening , Thank you everyone, Regards 
from Delphine” 

Book the date for next year...Wednesday 25th September 2019 
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Tuesday Rotary Meeting Programme 
(lunchtime meetings start 12.55pm) 

Widows of former members are welcome to all evening and additional events 
please book through the Hon Secretary Tony Baker 

(Duty Rotarians are requested to make their own swaps and inform the Secretary and Newsletter Editor) 

NEXT WEEK 

9th October 

Business Meeting—no guest speaker 
Duty Rotarians: Steve Jones & Andy Lewis 

16th October Terry Hunt talking about his ‘brush with death’ and why we need more 
defibrillators 

Duty Rotarians: Satish Khanna & Matt Kenington 

23rd October tba 
Duty Rotarians: Ian Lord & Ross Lunney 

Fifth Tuesday 
Evening Meeting 

30th October 

Launch of the Orwell Challenge 2019 
Duty Rotarians: Mark Harrison & tba 

6th November tba 
Duty Rotarians: tba 

13th November Business Meeting—no guest speaker 
Duty Rotarians: tba 

20th November tba 
Duty Rotarians: tba 

27th November tba 
Duty Rotarians: tba 

4th December tba 
Duty Rotarians: tba 

11th December Business Meeting—no guest speaker 
Duty Rotarians: tba 
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Ipswich East Member John Button has re-
ceived the award of Event Organiser of the 
Year from Community Action Suffolk. 

Community Action Suffolk champions community action 

in Suffolk by supporting the voluntary, community and 

social enterprise sector in its work. The award for Event 

Organiser of the Year is for an event which uses volun-

teers and provides an exceptional volunteer experience. 

This year, Ipswich East staged the Orwell Challenge for 

the 42 time and passed the £3 million mark for money 

raised for charity. The annual event ranges over private 

land between Ipswich and Felixstowe. This year, 82 club 

members and family and friends marshalled 700 entrants 

around the 26 mile plus course. The event enables large and small charities, good causes and small groups, 

such as Scouts and sports clubs, to raise funds. The event has become known as the Happy Walk because 

club members go the extra mile to be welcoming and encouraging to all the entrants.  

For John it has been eighteen year-long endeavours, building on 

previous experience and evolving the event so that it remains 

vibrant in an arena of emerging similar events. The 18 years 

have seen a long distance walk expand to include cycling, 

rough country running, and now certificated marathon running. 

Paper systems have been replaced with on-line registration and 

payment systems. The real reason that the event remains a suc-

cess is the drive and enthusiasm that John imparts which is in-

fectious to other club members. The event is the centrepiece of 

fund raising for the club and provides a focus for fellowship 

and endeavour. The Rotary Club of Ipswich East is very proud of 

John and his award. 

An Obituary printed in the London Times 

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, 
who has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old 
he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red 
tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable 
lessons as: 

Knowing when to come in out of the rain; 
Why the early bird gets the worm; 
Life isn't always fair; 
and, Maybe it was my fault.  

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend 
more than you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, 
are in charge). 

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but 
overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy 
charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens 
suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a 
teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his 
condition.  

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing 
the job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their 
unruly children.  

It declined even further when schools were required to get parental 
consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; but could 
not inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to 
have an abortion.  

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became 
businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their 
victims. 

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself 
from a burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for 
assault.  

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to 
realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her 
lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement.  

Common Sense was preceded in death, by his parents, Truth and 
Trust, by his wife, Discretion, by his daughter, Responsibility, and by 
his son, Reason. 
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Inner Wheel Club of Ipswich East 

 

Thursday 25th October 
Playford Village Hall, 2-5pm 

Tickets £10/person including a delicious afternoon tea 
[to book, email Rosey Watson at rosey.watson@sky.com] 

All proceeds will be donated to the charity "Asperger East Anglia" 
Asperger East Anglia offers personal, friendly assistance for everyone with Asperger syndrome and their carers by providing a 

comprehensive and integrated service. 
Where there is a gap in provision, they aim to work in partnership 

with other organisations to help fulfil it. 

Charity Bridge Drive 

 

at the Orwell Felixstowe in aid of 

Leukaemia Research/ Bloodwise 

Friday 19th October 7 for 7.30pm with a fork buffet 

£28 each, dancing to Liqueur, David Boswell and Annie 

 

enquiries direct to Allan Gosling please 
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CELEBRATE IPSWICH ORWELL 
ROTARY CLUB’S CHARTER NIGHT 

40th ANNIVERSARY 
FRIDAY 12th OCTOBER – 7-10pm 

Please join us for a night to remember in the iconic 
setting of the Sir Bobby Robson Suite of ITFC at 

Portman Rd 

GUEST SPEAKER, DAVID WEBB  

“My Life as a Yellowcoat” on the 
BBC Comedy series “Hi de Hi!” 

3 course dinner (incl. vegetarian option) 

Fun Quiz 

Tickets £35 each - Black Tie  

 

Martin Hough, Hon Secretary, RC Ipswich Orwell 
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IPSWICH EAST ROTARY CLUB ROLLING DIARY 
This table shows events other than regular weekly meetings. 

The name of the lead Rotarian for each event is shown in brackets. 

 
(Inner Wheel Events are shown in black italic type on a pale blue background) 

 

Tuesday 2nd October  
7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker: Jo Banthorpe on “Acupuncture” 

Thursday 25th October  
2-5pm 

IW Charity Bridge Drive at Playford Village Hall 
(see poster on p5) 

Saturday 13th October Annual District Conference—Trinity Park Ipswich 
(see further details on p7) 

Tuesday 6th November  
7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker on “The Blossom Appeal” 

Friday 30th November– 
Sunday 2nd December 

Biennial Club Visit to Bad Salzuflen 
(George McLellan) 

Tuesday 4th December 
7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker on “Fifty Years in a Kitchen” 

Wednesday 12th 
December 

Rock & Roll Pantomime—New Wolsey Theatre 
(Clare Richards) 

Tuesday 8th January 2019 
7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—social evening 

Sunday 13th January 2019 Inner Wheel Annual “Walk and Tea”—Hill Farm, Tuddenham St Martin 

Friday 1st February 2019 Inner Wheel Trivia Quiz—Tuddenham St Martin Village Hall 

Tuesday 5th February 
2019 

7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker: Judy Gowan on “Aldeburgh Carnival” 

Tuesday 5th February 
2019 

7.15pm 

Inner Wheel monthly meeting at Ipswich & Suffolk Club 
—guest speaker: District Chairman, Linda Fellas 

Friday 15th March 2019 
7pm 

IW Inaugural dinner at Hintlesham Golf Club 
with entertainment from our very own Stephanie Mackentyre and Steve 
Rhodes 


